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What’s coming

• Reflections on ‘Transitions to Automation’
• Summaries from Workshops
• Members Experiences

Overall Aim to show there is a
Wide variety of options which can be 
discovered by good discussion and lessons 
learned 
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Never the same twice

It’s generally understood that AWS are better than manual sites
(most of the time!)

But a transition can take many routes

In the UK we haven’t ever moved from entirely one system to 
entirely another.
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Option that 
clearly won’t 

work
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These do (but 
have challenges)



Discuss what you want and how to proceed
Then discuss it again (and again!)

How far are you going to automate?
How many new stations will be introduced (and retired)?
Who will do what in the new system?
More operating budget or less
Is the technical solution defined by you or constrained?

These conversations are never wasted! 

Learn lessons from others…
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Summaries from workshops

We are being offered a new system, but it isn’t exactly what we need, how can we discuss a 
better fit that will be more sustainable in the long term?  

We can’t integrate the new data with our existing records

Running the system needs new skills, we don’t have a large enough team to do everything 

The AWS is working but there are problems communicating with it

Our anemometer has been damaged, a spare is expensive/unavailable

The solar panels are stolen (or mains have tripped) and the system has stopped   
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The network of measurement sites in the UK 
has a long history 

Manual up to 1960s
Then various automatic solutions
70s - MOWOS 
80s – 90s SAWS 

E-SAWS
CDL 
SAMOS

Mid 2000s MMS 

Snippets of history 
from the UK
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We still have lots of people! 
• Distributed engineering team 
• Forecasting Staff who supplement the 

measurements at Aviation sites 
• Central management team 
• Central QC team monitoring for quality 

and faults 
• Central R&D Team (me and my staff!) 
• Central Calibration Lab 
• Stores Staff 
But numbers have dropped over the years 

For approx. 500 stations
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Some more experiences
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Thank you
Merci
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